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The forced resignation of 
James Angleton over allega- 
tions of illegal domestic Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency oper- 
ations may have an important 
impact on the agency’s 
counter espionage and foreign 
intelligence operations, espe- 
cially as they relate to Israel, 
informed sources said yester- 
day. . 

Angleton, who headed the 
CIA’s counterintelligence divi- 
sion, personally handled ex- 
changes of information with 
Israel, bypassing the estab- 
lished channels, a former in- 
telligence officer confirmed 
yesterday- 

Normally, counterespionage 
jand intelligence information is 
'sent from a.reginnal desk at 
jCIA to the ambassador and 
! the agency station chief in a 


given country. These officials j 
keep local intelligence serv-[ 
ices informed of intelligence 
relating to the security of that 
country. In many cases, the in- 
formation involves threats of 
foreign subversion, 

For a number of reasons, 
however, Israel was treated 
apart from the Middle East re- 
gional desk, and Angleton per- 
sonally served as liaison with 
Israeli intelligence services. 

Informed sources said this! 
was partly due to the fact that 
Israel has an excellent coun- 
terintelligence service and had 
much information to share. 
Second, a former intelligence 
official said, there is a great 
deal of hostility in the world 
rewards Israel and, the agency 
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sought to keep it segregated. 
Moreover, dealings with Israel 
are considered highly sensi- 
tive in the United States. 

It has also been suggested 
that Angleton had a pro- 
Israli bias, partly because he, 
as a staunch anti-Communist, ; 
looked upon Israel as a bas-! 
,/ tion against Soviet incursions 
in the Middle Bast. For this 
reason, he wanted to keep Is- 
rael separated from the CIA! 
Middle East desk, which is 
( largely staffed by Arabists 
* who, by training and inclina- 
tion, tend to favor the Arab 
viewpoint. 

Although Israel may be ex- 
pected to feel the first impact 
of the Angleton departure, in- 
telligence sources said, there 
, is bound to be dislocation in 
other areas. 

In inielligenee and counter- 
espionage, these sources said, 
a great deal depends on the 
belief in the personal integrity 
of the officer. Angleton, these 
sources said, was respected as 
a cautious and careful coun- 
terintelligence expert who was 
sought out by foreign intelli- 
gence services. These foreign 
services were willing to share 
information, because they 
could receive excellent intelli- 
gence from the United States. 

“Because of Angleton,” said 
one informant, “many foreign 
intelligence services main- 
tained close, liaison with the 
agency.’’ 

It was partly on such infor- 
mation . that the CIA based 
its analyses, many of which 
have stood up well in the past. 
It is conceded that Angleton 
may have held anti-Commu- 
nist biases'of the Cold War va- 
riety, but it is stressed that he 
dealt only in raw intelligence 
and did not participate in 
drawing up ,,the national intel- 
ligence estimates on which 
policy is based. 



